To: Board of Directors 
Canadian County Cowboy Church 


600 E. Main St. 

Yukon, OK 
From: Charlie Dean, church member 
Date: November 16, 2020 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I appreciate the honest and professional discussion I had on the morning of 
Sunday November 15, 2020 with Ron Craig regarding two of my bumper 
stickers; “support planned parenthood,” and “keep abortion legal.” Ron told 
me I would not be welcomed if I did not remove them. He did not ask me to 
change my opinion, but only the opinion expressed via the bumper stickers 
(“opinion expressed”). 


I asked Ron to set out his complaint in writing and refer me to any evidence 
or information that I should consider. He referred me to the Bible, no part in 
particular. I told Ron I had read the New Testament in its entirety and parts 
of the Old Testament. Ron said that he would not put anything in writing. 
Ron stated that my interpretation of the Bible was not the same as his 
interpretation. 


I first attended this church when it met in the cinder block building, and I 
loved the country gospel music. I do not believe my “opinion expressed” 
interferes with any fair and efficient legitimate business of this church. 


Some church leaders may believe that their interpretation of the Bible is 
superior to ordinary church members, and that their opinions ought to be 
adopted by other church members. I have seen little if any evidence that 
any church leader is superior in his interpretation of the Bible. 


Some leaders act like they have the right to dictate opinions, or control how 


opinions are expressed. Perhaps my “opinion expressed” has been taken as 
a threat or hinderance to the intent of one or more leaders. I have witnessed 
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some leaders using this church as a political action committee, and that is 
not a legitimate use of any church. 


I have listened to many diatribes as people have been demonized and 
insulted with mere opinions with no supporting facts. I have listened to 
under-educated people demand that I vote for a particular political candidate 
and support a particular political agenda. Maybe someone is practicing for a 
job with Fox News. If adult Christians want to act in such a ludicrous way, I 
guess that is tolerable, as long as the country gospel music continues. 


Social bullying has become worse over time. People have left the church 
because of intimidation, insults, manipulation, divisiveness, and social 
bullying generally. I have heard the preacher brag about this, sometimes 
following it up with “and I’m still here.” 


Bullies believe they alone know best. They have a personal or self-serving 
agenda. They often see their position in the church as an entitlement to get 
their way. They are willing to manipulate, belittle, make threats, or be 
divisive to get their way. They expect submission. There is no excuse for 
using one’s position to exert unwanted, aggressive behavior that usually 
involves a power imbalance. Having power and domination over others 
appears to be addictive. A compulsion to control others and to get one’s 
way, no matter what one’s position, should be held in restraint. 


We have choices. Church members do not have to be submissive to bullying. 
I do not believe there is room for bullying or demeaning others in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. My bumper stickers show others that they do not have to be 
submissive to social bullying, and this irritates some people. 


As an educated person, I think I should take a stand on the abortion issue. I 
have no expertise on the subject. I have defaulted in favor of women and 
their doctors making the final decision. This is my position in the absence of 
clear and convincing evidence (high probability) to the contrary. Listening to 
hot-heads dictating opinions amounts to no evidence at all. 


If anyone wants to complain to me about my “opinion expressed,” I want it 


to be in writing. Perhaps some complainant perceives a violation of Biblical 
law, or the Bylaws, or some code of ethics, or code of professionalism. I am 
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available to discuss this with almost anyone (one on one) over a cold drink 
or coffee. But I do not want to spend time with anyone who is prone to 
losing his temper, raising his voice, making threats, dictating ultimatums, or 
being offensive. 


On a subject as serious as abortion, I want the Bible and science to drive my 
decision-making. The abortion issue is complex and often emotional. I am 
sure there are arguments against legalized abortion that I have not heard, 
and arguments favoring legalized abortion that church leaders have not 
heard. I am eager to learn of new information; I hope you all are too. 


I urge the Board to revisit my letters dated January 14, 2018 and October 7, 
2018. 


Thank you for your time. 
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